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RAILROAD CROSSINGS 
A round warning sign will usually alert you to an 
upcoming railroad crossing. When you see this 
sign, slow down and prepare to stop. If you see 
or hear a train approaching, do not speed up 
and try to beat the train to the crossing. 
 
The point at which train tracks cross a road is 
marked with a white crossbuck sign. If more 
than one track crosses a road, the number of 
tracks is posted below the crossbuck. 
 
A railroad crossing may also feature red flashing 
lights, a bell, and a red-and-white striped gate 
that is lowered across the roadway when a train 
is passing. If the lights begin to flash, you must 
stop at least 15 feet before the light post or gate 
and remain stopped until the gate raises and the 
lights stop flashing. Failure to stop is a violation 
that carries a heavy fine. Even if you don’t see a 
train approaching, never drive around a lowered 
gate or ignore the flashing lights. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAVEMENT MARKINGS 

 
Lines, symbols, and words painted on a roadway help to direct 
riders and control traffic flow. You must know what the different 
lines and colors mean and obey them as you would traffic 
signs or signals. 
 
White and yellow lines are used along pavement edges and 
between lanes to keep vehicles in line. These lines may be 
solid or broken (long dashes), single or double. A solid white or 
solid yellow line that turns into a dotted line (short dashes) is a 
continuation of the line through an intersection or a highway 
interchange. 
 
Unless you are turning, exiting a highway, or changing lanes, 
always stay between the lines marking your lane. 
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Railroad 

Pedestrian Gate 

 
Railroad 
crossbuck 
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WHITE LANE LINES 
White lane lines separate lanes of traffic moving in the same 
direction. Single white lines may also mark the right edge of 
the pavement. 
 
BROKEN WHITE LANE LINE 
A broken white lane line separates two lanes traveling in the 
same direction. Once you have signaled, and if it is safe to do 
so, you may cross this line when changing lanes. 
 
SOLID WHITE LANE LINE 
A solid white lane line marks the right edge of the roadway or 
separates lanes of traffic moving in the same direction. You may 
travel in the same direction on both sides of this line, but you 
should not cross the line unless you must do so to avoid a hazard. 

 
DOUBLE SOLID WHITE LANE LINE 
A double solid white line separates two lanes of traffic going in the 
same direction. Crossing a double solid white line is prohibited. 
 
YELLOW LANE LINES 
Yellow lane lines separate lanes of traffic moving in opposite 
directions. Single yellow lines may also mark the left edge of 
the pavement on divided highways and one-way streets. 
 
BROKEN YELLOW LANE LINE 
A broken yellow lane line separates lanes of traffic moving in 
opposite directions. Stay to the right of the line, unless you are 
passing a vehicle in front of you. When passing, you may cross 
this line temporarily when it is safe to do so. 
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DOUBLE YELLOW LANE LINES: ONE SOLID, ONE 
BROKEN 
As with all yellow lane lines, the one-solid-one-broken 
combination keeps opposing lanes of traffic separated. If the 
solid yellow line is closer to you, you may not cross the double 
yellow line. If the broken line is closer to you, you may cross 
the line only to pass another vehicle and only when it is safe to 
do so. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DOUBLE YELLOW LANE LINES: BOTH SOLID  
Two solid yellow lane lines prohibit vehicles moving in either 
direction from crossing the lines to pass another vehicle. You may 
not cross these lines unless turning left when it is safe to do so. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WORDS AND SYMBOLS 
Words or symbols may be painted on roadway surfaces to help 
guide, warn, or regulate drivers. Words or symbols are often 
used with traffic signs, signals, and other pavement markings. 
White arrows show lane directions or restrictions. 
 
A white diamond alerts you to a special lane restriction, like 
high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) only, bus only, or bicycle only. 
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STOP LINES AND CROSSWALKS 
An intersection or a pedestrian crossing controlled by a stop 
sign, yield sign, traffic signal, or traffic officer may have a solid 
white STOP line painted across it. You must stop your vehicle 
behind this line. 

 
A crosswalk is a pair of white lines painted across a lane that 
guides pedestrians from one side of the road to the other. A 
painted crosswalk is also a warning to drivers that pedestrians 
are crossing the road at that point. Crosswalks may have 
diagonal or vertical lines painted between the two main lines 
for added emphasis. 
82 
 

 

LANE USE & RESTRICTIONS 

 
USING LANES 
Always use traffic lanes as they are defined by pavement 
markings and road signs.  Many intersections have special 
lanes marked for turns.  Follow the rules of the road, using the 
proper lanes for turning and riding straight ahead. 
 
On roadways with two or more lanes in your travel 
direction, use the right lane for riding unless... 
 
• You are passing another vehicle. 
• You are making a left turn. 
• The right lane is blocked. 
 
Additional rules pertaining to proper lane use follow below: 
 
• As a general rule, do not use a highway breakdown lane as 

a travel or passing lane.  On some highways, however, 
motorists may use the breakdown lane as a travel lane 
during “rush hour.” 



65 

• Never change lanes in the middle of an intersection. It is 
illegal and dangerous. 

• If you come to a curve in the road and cannot see ahead, 
keep to the right and slow down. 

 

SPECIAL RULES FOR 

MOTORCYCLES 

 
• Do not ride along pavement lines or between lanes of 

traffic. 
• Ride no more than two abreast. 
• Unless your motorcycle can travel safely at minimum 

posted speeds, do not travel on highways or expressways. 
 
RESTRICTED LANES 
You must not ride in lanes posted as restricted, except when 
preparing for a turn.  
 
RIDING ON HIGHWAYS 
Riding on highways, expressways, and freeways can make 
any new motorcycle rider nervous. The following are some 
useful tips for riding on such roadways. 
 
ENTERING AND EXITING THE HIGHWAY 

• Make sure you are in the proper lane well in advance so 
you can safely enter or exit the highway. 

• Yield the right-of-way to drivers already on the highway. 
• As you approach and enter a highway travel lane, increase 

your speed to match that of vehicles already on the road. 
• If you miss your exit, do not stop. Never back up on the 

highway. Get off the highway at the next exit and look for 
signs showing you how to rejoin the road in the other 
direction. 

• Be sure to signal your exit at least 500 feet before you 
reach the exit ramp. 

• As you leave the highway and drive along the exit ramp, 
slow to the posted exit ramp speed limit. 
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SAFE & RESPONSIBLE RIDING 

• Make sure your vehicle is in good operating order and can 
maintain highway speeds. 

• Stay to the right and only use the left lane for passing. If you 
are traveling on an expressway with three lanes, treat the 
far right lane as a slower-speed through lane, the middle 
lane as a faster through lane, and the far left lane as the 
passing lane. 

• Use your mirrors and your directional signals when 
changing lanes. Remember these three steps: (1) look, (2) 
signal, (3) move. Also, check your blind spots before 
making your move. 

• Do not ride in another operator’s blind spot. If you see 
yourself in another operator’s blind spot, safely ride through 
the blind spot as quickly as you can. 

• Be alert for cars entering the highway and any vehicles or 
pedestrians using the breakdown lane. 

• Do not weave in and out of traffic. 
• Be aware of road construction signs, work crews, and signs 

requiring you to reduce speed or change lanes. 
• Avoid highway hypnosis.  If you’ve been riding for a long 

period and feel drowsy, you should get off the highway at 
the next exit, rest stop, or service area. 

• If you plan to ride a long distance, stop and stretch after 
every 2 hours or every 100 miles. 

 

RULES FOR PASSING 
In general, the law requires you to ride on the 
right side of the road. When passing is allowed, 
you should pass on the left.  You should pass a 
pedestrian, bicyclist, or motor vehicle only when 
it is necessary and safe to do so. You may not 
exceed the speed limit when passing. If you 
have any doubt, do not pass.  Never use a 
breakdown lane, the shoulder of a road, or a 
sidewalk for passing another vehicle. 
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INTERSECTIONS 
It is illegal to block an intersection with your motorcycle. 
When riding through an intersection, you must follow any 
directions given to you by signs or traffic signals. You may not 
enter an intersection or ride across a crosswalk unless 
there is enough room to safely ride through to the other 
side.  Obstructing the paths of other vehicles or 
pedestrians in an intersection or a crosswalk causes 
traffic jams and violates traffic law. 
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TURNS 

 
Many motor vehicle crashes are caused by improper turns.  In 
general, take the following steps to ensure safe turning: 
 
1. Plan for the turn. Do not turn suddenly. 
 
2. Signal your turn at least 100 feet before making the turn. 

On a highway, signal at least 500 feet before a turn. It is 
best to signal before you apply your brakes to make your 
intentions known to other drivers. 

 
3. Reduce your speed. 
 
4. Check your mirrors for traffic behind you and check the 

blind spot on your turning side. 
 
5. Give the right-of-way when necessary. 
 
6. Complete the turn carefully, and make sure you turn into 

the proper lane. 
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TURNS ON RED 
After coming to a complete stop at a red traffic light, you are 
allowed to turn right on red after giving the right-of-way to 
pedestrians and other vehicles, unless a NO TURN ON RED 
sign is posted. You may turn left on red following the same 
rules only if you are turning from a one-way street onto another 
one-way street. 
 
U-TURNS 

A U-turn is a tight left turn that reverses your 
direction.  Always use added caution when 
reversing your direction.  Unless a NO U-
TURN sign is posted, you are allowed to make 
a U-turn as long as your path is clear and it is 
safe to do so.  

 
• You may only make a U-turn from the lane closest to the 

center line. 
• Make sure you have enough room to complete the turn. 

Don’t create a hazard for oncoming vehicles. 
• Do not attempt a U-turn at the crest of a hill, near a curve, 

or at any other point at which you or other drivers cannot 
see from 500 feet away. 

 
LEFT TURNS FROM CENTER LANES 
On some two-way roads, a center lane may be marked as a 
common left-turn lane to be used by vehicles in both 
directions. You may not travel in a center turning lane. 
 

 
RIGHT-OF-WAY RULES 
This section summarizes many right-of-way rules. Other, 
related rules, like giving the right-of-way to emergency 
vehicles, are presented in the appropriate sections of this 
chapter. 
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So-called “right-of-way rules” help drivers decide how to 
handle traffic situations that are not determined entirely by 
signs or signals. These rules are based on safety and courtesy 
and they do not give you any “rights.” Remember, the right-
of-way is something you give, not take. 
 
If another driver fails to follow these rules in a certain situation, 
you should always give the right of way to ensure safe 
operation. 
 
PEDESTRIANS 

You must always yield to pedestrians who 
are walking in or crossing a roadway. Also 
note these rules concerning pedestrians: 
 
• If you are stopped at a traffic signal and 

the light turns green, you must yield to 
any pedestrians already in the 
crosswalk before proceeding. 

 
• When turning, look for pedestrians crossing your intended 

path. Pedestrians have the right-of-way if using a sidewalk 
or crossing a driveway or an alley. 

 
• Always yield to blind people crossing a street. If a blind 

person using a special cane or a guide dog is trying to cross 
the street, you must stop until the person has crossed 
safely to the other side. 

 
INTERSECTIONS NOT CONTROLLED BY SIGNS OR 
SIGNALS 
If you come to an uncontrolled intersection, slow down, look 
left and right for oncoming traffic, and proceed if the way is 
clear. However,  
 
• You must yield the right-of-way to any vehicle that has 

entered the intersection from your right or is approaching 
from your right. 

• Look for any traffic approaching from the left. Even though 
you may have the legal right-of-way, make sure that the 
other driver is yielding to you before you proceed. 
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FOUR-WAY STOP 
At an intersection controlled by stop 
signs in all directions, you must 
yield the right-of-way to... 
 
• Another vehicle that has already 

come to a full stop at the 
intersection. 

• A vehicle on your immediate right that has stopped at the 
intersection at the same time as you. 

 
Confusion can develop at four-way stop intersections.  You 
should try to make eye contact with the drivers of other 
vehicles at the intersection to better judge their intentions and 
avoid accidents. 
 
TURNING LEFT 
When making any left turn, you must first yield the right-of-way 
to any: 
• Oncoming vehicle. 
• Vehicle already in the intersection. 
• Pedestrians or bicyclists crossing your intended path of 

travel. 
 
PRIVATE ROADS, DRIVEWAYS, AND UNPAVED ROADS 
If you are entering a paved roadway 
from a private road, a driveway, or 
an unpaved road, you must stop first 
and give the right-of-way to 
pedestrians, bicyclists, or vehicles 
traveling along the road you are 
entering. 
 
THROUGHWAYS 
If you approach a designated throughway, you must yield the 
right-of-way to traffic on the throughway before you turn. 
 
INTERSECTION OF SINGLE OR TWO LANE ROAD AND 
MULTIPLE LANE ROAD 
If you are traveling on a single or two-lane road and come to 
an intersection with a larger road, you must yield the right-of-
way to vehicles driving on a divided highway or a roadway with 
three or more lanes. 
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ROTARIES 

 
Because only a few states in America have traffic rotaries 
(traffic circles), many drivers are unfamiliar with rotaries’ right-
of-way rules. Be especially careful and generous when 
extending the right-of-way to other drivers in and near rotaries. 
When you approach a rotary, you must yield the right-of-way to 
any vehicles already in the rotary. If traffic in the rotary is 
heavy, stop at the edge of the rotary and wait until you can 
enter safely. 
 
SCHOOL BUSES 

Yellow school buses have flashing 
red lights and stop signs that fold 
out from the driver’s side.  School 
pupil transport vehicles, like vans, 
station wagons, or family sedans, 
have flashing red lights and 
SCHOOL BUS signs on their roof. 
School Bus Drivers use these 
warning signals when letting pupils 
on and off the vehicle. 

 
No matter which side of the road you are traveling on, if 
you come upon a school bus or a school pupil transport 
vehicle with its lights flashing and a stop sign extended, 
you must stop. It’s the law. Remain stopped until the 
lights stop flashing or the stop sign folds back. 
 
A first violation of this law can result in license suspension and 
a fine of $250. 
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Even after the warning signals have stopped, you should 
proceed slowly and continue to search for children that could 
be crossing. 
 
The only exception to this law is if a school bus has stopped on 
the other side of a divided highway with a barrier between 
travel directions. In this case, you do not have to stop. 
 
BUSES AND TROLLEYS 
Especially in urban areas, you must take extra 
care when driving near public transport buses 
and trolleys. Buses stop frequently. Be 
courteous and make way for buses signaling to 
pull away from bus stops. 
 
State law is very specific about driving near trolleys and their 
tracks: 
• If you come to a trolley letting passengers on or off, you 

must not drive any closer than within 8 feet of the trolley 
passenger step. 

• Look for oncoming trolleys before crossing any tracks. Do 
not turn in front of a trolley if one is approaching. 

• Maintain a safe distance between your motorcycle  and a 
trolley if the trolley is sharing the roadway.  A trolley’s path 
is limited to the tracks. A trolley driver cannot swerve to 
avoid you.  

 
ROAD WORKERS AND REPAIR CREWS 

Although road construction and 
maintenance sites are often well posted 
with warning signs, you must take extra 
care to ensure the safety of anyone working 

on a roadway. Orange warning signs and work equipment 
usually means that people are on foot nearby. Follow roadwork 
signs carefully, and stay alert. Look for sudden changes in 
road direction or condition. Be prepared to stop. 
 
ANIMALS AND HORSE-DRAWN VEHICLES 

Always give the right-of-way to any 
animal that someone is leading, riding, or 
driving. Animals are easily frightened by 
motor vehicles, so when you approach 
any animal or horse-drawn vehicle: 
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• Reduce your speed. 
• If the animal or vehicle is coming toward you or is crossing 

your path, stop and allow the animal to pass.  
• If the animal or vehicle is traveling in the same direction you 

are, allow plenty of room for passing safely, and use 
reasonable speed. 

• Do not sound your horn or make a loud noise. 
• If the animal you are passing appears frightened, you must 

pull your vehicle to the roadside and stop. 
• Proceed only when it is safe. 
• You must stop if a rider or driver signals you to do so. 
 
In rural areas, take extra care when passing “hay rides” which 
are usually animal drawn and carrying several passengers. 
 
SLOW-MOVING VEHICLES 
Most farm vehicles, construction rigs, and other slow-moving 
vehicles have orange warning signs mounted to the rear of the 
vehicle. If you approach such a vehicle, reduce your speed 
and use the same caution you would with bicyclists and 
pedestrians. Allow plenty of space around the vehicle if you 
plan to pass. 
 
FUNERAL PROCESSIONS 
If you meet a funeral procession on a roadway, you must yield 
the right-of-way until all vehicles in the procession have 
passed. It is illegal to cut through or disrupt any vehicles 
in a funeral procession. 
 
PARKING REGULATIONS 

Parking regulations are generally determined 
by state law but are enforced by local cities 
and towns. If you are parking in a business or 
residential district, you must position your 
vehicle within 12 inches of the curb, except 
where angled parking is allowed. Parking 
spaces on roadway edges are often marked 

by white road lines. You must park your vehicle between these 
lines. In Massachusetts, you may not park your vehicle in 
certain places, including: 
 
• In a zone posted with a NO PARKING, NO STANDING, or 

NO STOPPING sign. 
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• In a bus stop or taxi stand. 
• In a zone and at a time posted for street cleaning. 
• In a posted loading zone. 
• Within 20 feet of an intersection. 
• In a crosswalk, in front of a driveway, or in front of a 

handicap-access ramp. 
• In a zone posted for HP-DV parking only (disabled person 

plates or placards, disabled veteran plates). Violating this 
parking regulation carries a heavy fine. 

• Within 10 feet of a fire hydrant or fire lane. 
• On a sidewalk, curb, center traffic island, or median. 
• During a weather or roadway emergency. 
• Facing the wrong way against traffic. 
• On a state or an interstate highway, unless authorized. 
• On a roadway in a rural area or outside a thickly settled 

district. 
• In a traffic lane next to a row of parked vehicles (double 

parked). 
• To make non-emergency repairs to your vehicle. 
 
If you violate a parking regulation, you may receive a citation 
with a fine.  Unpaid parking tickets will prevent you from 
renewing your license or vehicle registration. 
 
PARKING METERS 
Many public parking spaces are regulated by coin-fed meters. 
Meter regulations are usually in effect during posted days and 
hours. Also, in most areas a maximum time limit is posted. 
 
If you exceed the limit or fail to pay the meter fee, you may be 
issued a parking citation. 
 
PARKING PERMITS 
Many cities and towns in the state issue special parking 
permits to residents. Certain residential streets have 
RESIDENT PERMIT PARKING ONLY signs. If you do not 
have a permit or a special visitor’s placard, you may not park in 
these zones. Contact your local community for information on 
obtaining a permit. 
 



76 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS RULES OF THE 

ROAD 

 
The following are motor vehicle traffic laws that have not been 
covered in a specific section. It is illegal to: 
• Drive on a bet or wager. 
• Engage in drag racing. 
• Throw garbage or glass onto a roadway or onto public or 

private land. 
• Throw lighted cigarettes or anything else from a motor 

vehicle that can cause a fire near a forest or open field. 
• Bypass or cut out a motor vehicle’s muffler system. 
 
Return used motor oil, transmission fluid, and other hazardous 
materials to the place you bought the materials. The garage or 
store that sold you the goods is responsible for disposing of 
the goods. 
 
 

BEING IN SHAPE TO RIDE 

 
Whether it be in the form of beer, wine, or hard liquor, alcohol 
is a depressant that slows your reflexes, increases your 
reaction time, and distorts your vision and judgment.  At the 
same time, alcohol often makes you feel more confident about 
your riding ability, causing you to take chances while riding that 
you normally would not take.  This is a dangerous combination 
that often leads to serious motor vehicle accidents and tragic deaths.   
 
Even one alcoholic drink can affect your ability to ride safely.  
The affects of alcohol can increase significantly if you are tired, 
emotionally upset, or have not eaten.  No one is immune from 
the affects of alcohol consumption.  Despite the rider’s efforts 
to concentrate, one’s ability to operate any vehicle safely is 
impaired after drinking.  Alcohol is a drug that reduces the 
mental faculties and motor skills of all operators.  
 
BLOOD ALCOHOL CONTENT (BAC) 
 
When you drink an alcoholic beverage, your body works hard 
to eliminate the alcohol from your system.  You do not digest 
alcohol as you do food.  Alcohol is processed by your liver and 
kidneys, and this process takes time.  There is no quick way to 
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remove the alcohol from your system.  Drinking black coffee, 
taking a cold shower, exercising, or eating might make you feel 
more alert after drinking alcohol, but none of these actions has 
any effect on how quickly alcohol leaves the body.   
 
Ideally, if you have had any alcoholic beverage, you should not 
ride or operate any motor vehicle.  Determining exactly what is 
“too much” alcohol can be difficult.  The amount of 
unprocessed alcohol in your body is measured as blood 
alcohol content (BAC), which can be determined by blood or 
breath test analysis.  Your BAC depends on several factors: 
 
• Your body weight. 
• How much alcohol you have had to drink. 
• The amount of food consumed prior to drinking alcohol. 
• The length of time you have been drinking alcohol. 
• The speed at which your body processes alcohol (every 

person processes alcohol differently). 
 
Regardless of the type of alcoholic beverage consumed, the 
critical factor is the amount of alcohol consumed in a certain 
time period.  Each of the following drinks contain about the 
same amount of alcohol (about ½ oz.): 
 
• 12 ounce Beer 
• 4 ounce Glass of Wine 
• 1 ounce Serving of 80-Proof Liquor 
 
Any one of these drinks can increase the average person’s 
BAC by 0.02%.  If you consume more than one drink per hour, 
your BAC starts to rise, and only the passage of time will rid 
you of the effects of alcohol. 
 
ALCOHOL TESTS 
 
According to the Massachusetts Implied Consent Law, every 
licensed operator in the state agrees to consent to a 
breathalyzer or blood test  under certain circumstances.  If you 
are stopped by a police officer who believes you are operating 
a motor vehicle or motorcycle under the influence of alcohol or 
drugs, the officer has the right to ask you to: 
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• Perform a field sobriety test; and 
• Submit to a breathalyzer or blood test to calculate your BAC 

(If Placed Under Arrest). 
 
If you take a breathalyzer test and register a 0.08% BAC or 
higher, you are operating above the legal limit in 
Massachusetts.  For operators under 21 years of age, 
Massachusetts has a “zero tolerance” law.  This means a BAC 
of 0.02% is above the legal limit if you are under 21 years of 
age.  Police officers are required to immediately seize your 
operator’s license if you register an illegal BAC or if you refuse 
a breathalyzer or blood test.  The officer will issue you a notice 
of suspension or revocation, which will become effective 
immediately.  Upon receiving this notice, you may exercise 
your right to a license suspension or revocation hearing. 
 
Massachusetts enforces very strict penalties for OUI offenses.  
In October 2005, Massachusetts passed Melanie’s Law 
(Chapter 122 of the Acts of 2005).  This new law 
substantially increases the penalties and administrative 
sanctions for OUI offenses.  Please contact the RMV at 617-
351-4500 or visit the website www.mass.gov/rmv for further 
information regarding these OUI license suspensions and 
revocations. 
 
ILLEGAL DRUGS, MEDICINE, AND OTHER CONTROLLED 
SUBSTANCES 
 
Massachusetts laws that define violations and penalties for 
operating under the influence of alcohol also apply to drugs.  
Almost any drug can affect your ability to safely operate a 
motor vehicle.  Illegal drugs, prescription medications, and 
over-the-counter (OTC) remedies all decrease the operator’s 
reaction time, vision, and motor skills.  If you are convicted of 
any drug offense, whether in Massachusetts or in another 
state, your operator’s license will be suspended.  Even if no 
motor vehicle was involved in the offense, Massachusetts law 
requires operators to lose operating privileges for a period of 
one (1) to five (5) years, depending on the conviction.   
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PENALTIES FOR OPERATING A MOTOR VEHICLE UNDER 
THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR DRUGS 
 

Conviction Fine Prison Term 
License 

Suspension 

First 
Offense 

$500–
$5,000 

Maximum 
2 1/2 years 

1 year 

For your first offense, the court may allow 
you to complete an alcohol education 
course to reduce your license suspension 
period. 

Over Age 21, 
45–90 days 

Under Age 21, 
210 days 

Second 
Offense 

$600–
$10,000 

Minimum 
30 days 
Maximum 
2 1/2 years 

2 years 

Third 
Offense 
(Felony) 

$1,000-
$15,000 

Minimum 
150 days 
Maximum 
5 years 

8 years 

Fourth 
Offense 
(Felony) 

$1,500–
$25,000 

Minimum 
1 year 

Maximum 
5 years 

10 years 

Fifth 
Offense 
(Felony) 

$2,000-
$50,000 

Minimum 
2 years 
Maximum 
5 years 

Lifetime 

 



80 

MANDATORY LICENSE SUSPENSIONS 
(18 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER) 

 

Situation Explanation 
Suspension 

Period 
Fee to 

Reinstate 

Three 
Speeding 
Violations 

Three speeding 
violations/ 

responsible findings 
within any 1-year 

period. 

30 days $100 

Five 
Surcharg-
eable 
Events 

Any combination of 
moving violations 
and surchargeable 
accidents that total 
five surchargeable 
events within a 3-

year period. 

Must 
complete a 
Driver 

Attitudinal 
Retraining 

course within 
90 days or 
license will 

be 
suspended 
indefinitely 

until course is 
completed 

$100 

Seven 
Surcharg-
eable 
Events 

Any combination of 
moving violations 
and surchargeable 
accidents that total 
seven surchargeable 
events within a 3-

year period. 

60 days $100 

Habitual 
Traffic 
Offender 

A total of three major 
moving violations or 
any combination of 
twelve major or 
minor moving 

violations within a 5-
year period. 

4 years $500 

Out-of-
State 

Suspens-
ion 

License has been 
suspended or 

revoked in another 
state. 

Until the out-
of-state 

suspension is 
resolved 

$100 
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MANDATORY PERMIT SUSPENSIONS 

JUNIOR OPERATORS ONLY (16
1/2
 TO 18 YEARS OF AGE) 

 

Mandatory Permit Suspensions
Junior Operators Only (161/2 to 18 Years)

Violation

Conviction for
Driving
Without a
Licensed
Driver
(c. 90, §8B)

Conviction
for Speeding
(c. 90, §17)
(c. 90, §17A)
(c. 90, §18)

Conviction for
Drag
Racing
(c. 90, §17B)

60 days—first offense
180 days—second offense
One year—subsequent offenses

90 days—first offense
One year—second or subse-
quent offense

One year—first offense
Three years—second or sub-
sequent offense

$100

$100

$500-first
offense

$1000-second
or subsequent

offense

Note: In addition to any other penalty required by law, Massachusetts General Laws chapter 90, section
24p requires that any Junior Operator who is convicted of Operating Under the Influence (OUI), Operat-
ing to Endanger, Leaving the Scene of an Accident, Drinking from an Open Alcohol Container, OUI with
Serious Bodily Injury, Unauthorized Use of a Motor Vehicle, Reckless/Negligent Operation, Loaning/
Allowing Another to Use Your License or Learner’s Permit, or Motor Vehicle Homicide will face a 180 day
suspension (in addition to any other suspension required by law) for a first offense, or a one year sus-
pension for any subsequent offense. This additional suspension only applies to Junior Operators, and
only in cases in which they did not already receive an additional suspension for failing or refusing a
breath test.

Suspension Period Fee to ReinstateReinstatement
Requirements

All offenses require you to retake
the knowledge exam.
Second offense requires a Driver
Attitudinal Retraining course.

All offenses require a new knowl-
edge test.

All offenses require a Driver Attitu-
dinal Retraining course, and a new
knowledge test. In addition, you
may be required to take a State
Courts Against Road Rage
(SCARR) course.*

Conviction for
Driving
During the Night
Restriction
(c. 90, §10)
(c. 90, §8B)

60 days—first offense
180 days—second offense
One year—subsequent offenses

$100

All offenses require you to retake
the knowledge exam.
Second offense requires a Driver
Attitudinal Retraining course.

*A Junior Operator will only be required to take the SCARR course one time.
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MANDATORY LICENSE SUSPENSIONS 

JUNIOR OPERATORS ONLY (16
1/2
 TO 18 YEARS OF AGE) 

 

Mandatory License Suspensions
Junior Operators Only (161/2 to 18 Years)

Violation

Conviction for
Violating
Passenger or
Night
Restriction
(c. 90, §8)
(c. 90, §10)

Conviction
for Speeding
(c. 90, §17)
(c. 90, §17A)
(c. 90, §18)

Conviction for
Drag
Racing
(c. 90, §17B)

60 days—first offense
180 days—second offense
One year—subsequent offenses

90 days—first offense
One year—second or subse-
quent offense

One year—first offense
Three years—second or sub-
sequent offense

$100

$500

Conviction for
Driving
Negligently or
Recklessly/
Operating to
Endanger
(c. 90, §24)

Suspension Period Fee to Reinstate

180 days—first offense
One year—second or subse-
quent offense (within a three
year period)

Reinstatement
Requirements

Second and subsequent offenses
require a Driver Attitudinal Retrain-
ing course.
Third and subsequent offenses
require a new knowledge and road
exam.

All offenses require a Driver Attitu-
dinal Retraining course, a new
knowledge test, and a new road
test. In addition, you may be
required to take a State Courts
Against Road Rage (SCARR)
course.*

All offenses require a Driver Attitudi-
nal Retraining course, a new knowl-
edge test, and a new road test. In
addition, you may be required to
take a State Courts Against Road
Rage (SCARR) course.*

Note: In addition to any other penalty required by law, Massachusetts General Laws chapter 90, section
24p requires that any Junior Operator who is convicted of Operating Under the Influence (OUI), Operat-
ing to Endanger, Leaving the Scene of an Accident, Drinking from an Open Alcohol Container, OUI with
Serious Bodily Injury, Unauthorized Use of a Motor Vehicle, Reckless/Negligent Operation, Loaning/
Allowing Another to Use Your License or Learner’s Permit, or Motor Vehicle Homicide will face a 180 day
suspension (in addition to any other suspension required by law) for a first offense, or a one year suspen-
sion for any subsequent offense. This additional suspension only applies to Junior Operators, and only in
cases in which they did not already receive an additional suspension for failing or refusing a breath test.

Second and subsequent offenses
require a new knowledge test, and
a new road test.

$500

$500-first
offense

$1000-second
or subsequent

offense

*A Junior Operator will only be required to take the SCARR course one time.
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

General RMV Information 

617-351-4500 

 

MREP Brochures and Course Schedules 

617-351-9585 

 

MREP Course Questions 

413-781-0633 
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Boston, Massachusetts 02205-5889
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Motorcycle Manual

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Registry of Motor VehiclesRegistry of Motor Vehicles

P.O. Box 55889 
Boston, MA 02205-5889
Deval L. Patrick, Governor
Timothy P. Murray, Lieutenant Governor 
Bernard Cohen, Secretary of Transportation
Anne L. Collins, Registrar

For comprehensive RMV information,
visit our website at www.mass.gov/rmv

We provide personalized responses 
to your RMV questions via E-mail. 
Contact the RMV Phone Center for . . .

• Registry information 
• Moving violation citation payments
• Registration renewals

To reach the Phone Center, call 
617-351-4500
(from the 339/617/781/857 area codes) 
or
800-858-3926
(from all other MA area codes) 

The Phone Center is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Visa, MasterCard, and Discover are accepted.
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